FRQ Scoring Rubric

The 8 - 9 Essay:  (9=98, 8=94 for our class grading scale)

Content and Organization:

· Contains a clear, well-developed thesis that evaluates the statement

· Develops the thesis with considerable, relevant information

· Provides effective analysis

· May contain minor errors that do not detract from the overall quality of essay

· Is well written, well organized, fluid, cohesive and persuasive

· Compositional risks successful 

· Firm conclusion with simple restatement of major points – reconnect!

· If opinion development attempted – successful with evidence to back

Usage:  Very few, if any errors

Sentence Construction:  Precision and/or sophistication in syntax 

very few, if any, errors

Mechanics:  Very few, if any, errors

The 5 - 7 essay:  (7=90, 6=86, 5=82)

Content and Organization:

· Contains a clear thesis that may only be partially developed

· Supports thesis with some accurate information regarding topic

· Provides some analysis

· May contain errors that do not seriously detract from the quality of the essay

· Has acceptable organization - moderately fluid and cohesive

· May attempt compositional risks

· Conclusion attempted

· If opinion developed, may lack evidence

Usage:  Few errors

Sentence Construction:  Variety in syntax appropriate and effective, few errors

Mechanics:  Few errors

The 2 - 4 essay:  (4=78, 3=74, 2=70)

Content and Organization:

· May lack opening and/or closing, or simply restate the question, or may contain a confused or unfocused thesis

· Provides few relevant facts, or relies too heavily on generalizations – (lack of depth and details, repetitious)

· Has little or no analysis

· May contain major errors

· May be poorly organized – lacking fluidity, cohesion

Usage:  Errors/ patterns of errors evident

Sentence Construction:  Little variety in syntax, some errors

Mechanics:  Patterns of errors evident

The 0 - 1 essay:  (1=66)

Content and Organization

· May lack opening and/or closing

· May demonstrate an incomplete or inappropriate response

· Has little or no understanding of the question

· Contains substantial factual errors or little or no factual information

· (Depth or details barely, if at all, present)

· May be poorly organized, uncertain or drifting focus

· Overall effort may be questioned

Usage:  Numerous errors, no apparent control

Sentence Construction:  Excessive monotony, assortment of incomplete and/or questionable sentence structures

Mechanics:  Numerous errors, may detract from meaning

________________________________________________________________________

Content/Organization



Usage
*communicates intended message      

*tense formation

to intended audience  



*subject-verb agreement

*relates to topic  




*pronouns: usage agreement

*opening and closing



*word choice

*focused





*proper modifiers

*logical progression of ideas

*transitions

*appropriate depth and details

Sentence Construction



Mechanics
*Variety of type, structure and length

*spelling

*Correct construction: no run-ons or

*punctuation

incomplete sentences



*capitalization









*LEGIBILITY!


