How to do the Short Answer section for the AP US History exam…
You have 50 minutes for 4 short answer questions.  If concerned about time, do the easier questions first.  You are answering each question in its own boxed page with 23 lines (I counted them…), so you need to keep your responses short and to the point.  Exercise restraint and stick to what they are asking you.
Each question is worth the same amount - 3 points.  You get 1 point for each part of the question you answer correctly.  If you do not get a point for any part of the question, you can still nail the other parts.  Answer each part! 
Do…
1. Write 3-5 content rich sentences (offer multiple examples!) that directly answers each part of the question.
2. Clearly label and separate each part of your answers.
(You do not need to connect the three elements or do transition sentences, just answer the parts of the questions.)
3. Keep it pithy.  Space and time is limited.
4. Make sure you are answering what the question is asking.
Do not…
1. Do not write a short answer, a paragraph or a thesis statement.  Answer the question directly.
2. Do not write in bullet points or sentence fragments.
3. Do not quote from the excerpt that may be provided.
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